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Village of Peace —and Horror

French team studies Iranian town where bubonic plague killed 42 in a few days

n the LLS., plague appears (o be an anachronizm. But in
[ram’s wast, semidesert region of Kurdistan, the discase
15w major problem. 5o much so that the desert toan of
Aphbolagh Morshed s koown 2z “the village of (he
plague.”
It got this name in 1957, when 42 people died in a few
odavs gz aoresull of anepidemic, In response, researchers
{rom the Pasteur Institute in Paris set up 4 laboratory in
‘the [raman tewne Aod for the past cight years, they have
Been making an infensive survey of biological, social, and
climatic fuctors that influence the propagation of plagee,
The researcherz, beaded by Prof, Marcel Baltazard,
found that plague is carried by gerbils, burrowing rodents
about the size of a small rabbat,
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The persistence of the discase often depends onoa bal-
ance between resistant and susceptible species. Fleas mi-
grate from dead or dying animals to the resistant species,
Although immune to plaguz, perbiliz are ideal carriers for
infected Aeaz, They live in deep boreows and provide 2
Ysilent” reservoir of infection. Plague puthreaks can be
initiated by o chance infoction picked up in a ficld.

Having established the epidemiologic caivse, rescarch-
ers faced o problem when they found plague inoarcas
where the absence of bacilli in rodents and theic deas had
been panstakingly vecified, Then a scientist at the Pasteur
[mstiteie in Paris demonstrated  that Pasieorofln pestis
survives in soil, Professor Baltuzard’s team set out to con-
G this fact by collecting soil samples fvom plague areas,
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